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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communications: Change of Address filed on 
11/15/02. 

2. Claims 1 - 44 are pending in the case. Claims 1 , 16, 23 and 38 are independent. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 13 and 35 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

5. Claim 13 recites the limitation "the list of functions" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

6. Claim 35 recites the limitation "the list of functions" in line 3. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

7. Further regarding claims 13 and 35, it should be noted that upon further 
examination that the Office will interpret that these claims should depend from claims 12 
and 34 respectively for the purposes of this examination and compact prosecution. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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9. Claims 1 - 44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Microsoft (as cited by applicant) and further in view of Screen Shots (MS Word 2000). 

10. Regarding independent claim 7, Microsoft teaches that whenever an item from 
the preceding list is applied to a paragraph, the information is stored in the paragraph 
mark at the end of that paragraph. You can view or hide paragraph marks by clicking 
the Show/Hide Paragraph button on the Standard toolbar (p 2, Paragraph Formatting), 
which provide for providing an electronic document including content having a 
visual composition, the electronic document including one or more markers 
having locations in the content, the markers not being represented in the visual 
composition of the content; receiving input specifying one or more locations in 
the electronic document; in response to the input, detecting the presence of one 
or more markers associated with one or more locations of the specified locations; 
and displaying a visual representation of the detected markers. Microsoft does not 
explicitly teach an electronic document..] however, the Screen Shots further illustrate 
providing an electronic document including content having a visual composition, 
the electronic document including one or more markers having locations in the 
content, the markers not being represented in the visual composition of the 
content [Screen Shot 2]; and displaying a visual representation of the detected 
markers [Screen Shot 1]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to combine the disclosure of Microsoft with that of the 
Screen Shots to provide the users of Microsoft Word 2000 with a better understanding 
of Word's functionality. 
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1 1 . Regarding dependent claims 2-5, Microsoft does not explicitly teach the 
input specifying... However, Screen Shot 3 illustrates that the input specifying one 
or more locations includes input directing that a cursor be placed at a location in 
the electronic document, that the input specifying one or more locations includes 
input selecting a portion of the electronic document, that the portion of the 
electronic document comprises a word, sentence f or paragraph in the electronic 
document, and that the detected markers include a plurality of markers having 
different locations in the selected portion. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the disclosure of Microsoft 
with that of the Screen Shots to provide the users of Microsoft Word 2000 with a better 
understanding of Word's functionality. 

12. Regarding dependent claims 6-8, Microsoft does not explicitly teach visual 
representation.... However, Screen Shot 1 illustrates the visual representation of the 
detected markers includes one or more graphical elements representing the 
detected markers, displaying the visual representation of the detected markers 
includes inserting the graphical elements representing the detected markers into 
the visual composition of the content at the locations of the detected markers, 
and displaying the visual representation of the detected markers includes 
separately displaying the graphical elements and the visual composition of the 
content. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the disclosure of Microsoft with that of the Screen Shots to provide 
the users of Microsoft Word 2000 with a better understanding of Word's functionality. 
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1 3. Regarding dependent claim 9, Microsoft teaches displaying a visual 
representation of data or attributes associated with the detected markers (p 4, first 
box - Revealing Formats). 

14. Regarding dependent claims 10 and 11, Microsoft teaches that Microsoft Word 
also has tools that help you find and replace or remove specific formatting in your 
document. To find specific formatting, follow these steps: 1. On the Edit menu, click 
Find. 2. If you don't see the Format button, click More. To search for text with specific 
formatting, enter the text in the Find what box. To search for specific formatting only, 
delete any text in the Find what box. 3. Click Format, and then select the formats that 
you want. 4. Click Find Next (p 4, Find and Replace Text and Formatting), which 
provide for receiving input navigating the cursor through the location of the 
detected markers; and in response to the input, displaying a change in a location 
of a cursor relative to the location of the one or more markers, and for hiding the 
visual representation of the detected markers when the cursor has navigated past 
the location of the detected markers. 

1 5. Regarding dependent claims 12 and 13, Microsoft teaches that to run the 
ListCommands macro 1. On the Tools menu, point to Macro and then click Macros. 2. In 
the Macros In list, click to select Word Commands. 3. In the Macro name box, type 
ListCommands. 4. Click Run to run the macro. 5. In the List Commands dialog box, click 
to select All Word commands, and then click OK (p 12), which provide for in response 
to detecting the presence of one or more markers, displaying a list of functions 
associated with one or more of the detected markers, and for receiving an input 
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selecting a function in the list of functions; and processing a marker according to 
the selected function, 

1 6. Regarding dependent claims 14 and 15, Microsoft teaches that many users of 
WordPerfect are more efficient working with keystrokes than with a mouse. You can use 
the WordPerfect keystrokes while you learn to use Word. This functionality must be 
installed through the custom installation, after which you can access it when you click 
WordPerfect Help on the Help menu. The following tables list some Word shortcut keys 
that will help you to format your documents quickly. These keystrokes are pad of the 
Word functionality, so no installation is required (p 10, KEYSTROKES FOR 
FORMATTING CHARMTCRS AND PARAGRAPHS), which provide that the input 
directing that a cursor be placed at a location in the electronic document includes 
input moving a mouse pointer to a location in the electronic document and that 
the input directing that a cursor be placed at a location in the electronic 
document includes one or more cursor keystrokes. 

1 7. Regarding independent claim 16, the claim incorporates substantially similar 
subject matter as claim 1 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

18. Regarding dependent claim 17, the claim incorporates substantially similar 
subject matter as claim 6 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

19. Regarding dependent claim 18, the claim incorporates substantially similar 
subject matter as claim 7 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

20. Regarding dependent claim 19, the claim incorporates substantially similar 
subject matter as claim 8 and is rejected along the same rationale. 



Application/Control Number: 10/085,227 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2176 

21 . Regarding dependent claim 20, the claim incorporates substantially similar 
subject matter as claim 9 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

22. Regarding dependent claim 21, the claim incorporates substantially similar 
subject matter as claim 10 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

23. Regarding dependent claim 22, the claim incorporates substantially similar 
subject matter as claim 1 1 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

24. Regarding independent claim 23, the claim incorporates substantially similar 
subject matter as claim 1 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

25. Regarding dependent claim 24, the claim incorporates substantially similar 
subject matter as claim 2 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

26. Regarding dependent claim 25, the claim incorporates substantially similar 
subject matter as claim 3 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

27. Regarding dependent claim 26, the claim incorporates substantially similar 
subject matter as claim 4 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

28. Regarding dependent claim 27, the claim incorporates substantially similar 
subject matter as claim 5 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

29. Regarding dependent claim 28, the claim incorporates substantially similar 
subject matter as claim 6 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

30. Regarding dependent claim 29, the claim incorporates substantially similar 
subject matter as claim 7 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

31 . Regarding dependent claim 30, the claim incorporates substantially similar 
subject matter as claim 8 and is rejected along the same rationale. 
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32. Regarding dependent claim 31, the claim incorporates substantially similar 
subject matter as claim 9 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

33. Regarding dependent claim 32, the claim incorporates substantially similar 
subject matter as claim 10 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

34. Regarding dependent claim 33, the claim incorporates substantially similar 
subject matter as claim 1 1 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

35. Regarding dependent claim 34, the claim incorporates substantially similar 
subject matter as claim 12 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

36. Regarding dependent claim 35, the claim incorporates substantially similar 
subject matter as claim 13 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

37. Regarding dependent claim 36, the claim incorporates substantially similar 
subject matter as claim 14 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

38. Regarding dependent claim 37, the claim incorporates substantially similar 
subject matter as claim 15 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

39. Regarding independent claim 38, the claim incorporates substantially similar 
subject matter as claim 1 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

40. Regarding dependent claim 39, the claim incorporates substantially similar 
subject matter as claim 6 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

41 . Regarding dependent claim 40, the claim incorporates substantially similar 
subject matter as claim 7 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

42. Regarding dependent claim 41, the claim incorporates substantially similar 
subject matter as claim 8 and is rejected along the same rationale. 
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43. Regarding dependent claim 42, the claim incorporates substantially similar 
subject matter as claim 9 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

44. Regarding dependent claim 43, the claim incorporates substantially similar 
subject matter as claim 10 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

45. Regarding dependent claim 44, the claim incorporates substantially similar 
subject matter as claim 1 1 and is rejected along the same rationale. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nathan Hillery whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4091 . The examiner can normally be reached on M - F, 1 0:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph H. Feild can be reached on (571) 272-4090. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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